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OSBMA School Bus Mechanic Survey Results

Membership

Check out the results of our 2026 School Bus Mechanic Survey!

The average age of school bus mechanic: 51
The average length of being a mechanic: 15 years

The average gross income:

$41—$50k 14%
$51—60k 19%
$61k—70k 48%

Higher than $70k  19%
Average buses* per mechanic: 19
(*not including the many other vehicles serviced such as vans,

trucks, salt spreaders, snow plows, efc.)

Average of having to drive a school bus route:

Often (on a regular basis) 33%
Sometimes (only if necessary)  48%
Never (no way, José!) 19%

The lucky mechanic who won a $50 Amazon gift card is:
Dan Osterday, Beavercreek City Schools

SAVE THE DATE!
37th Annual OSBMA Workshop will be held
July 20-22, 2026 in Columbus, Ohio.
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# Active Membership is open to
qualified mechanic who has
responsibility in maintaining the
operation of a safe and efficient
pupil transportation system. ($30)

& Associate Membership is open to
other Ohio school officials who are
interested in promoting safe pupil
transportation in  Ohio, retired
OSBMA members, and vendors.
($20)

@ Membership is good for one year:
July 1 - June 30.

@ General aim is to advance pupil
transportation as a part of a school
district’s public education program.

@ Please join us in promoting safe
and efficient pupil transportation in
Ohio.
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Mechanic Spotlight!

Name: Craig Wise
School District: Greenfield Exempted Village Schools
Position: Bus Mechanic

How long have you been a part of the OSBMA? | have been
involved with the association for 9 years. | enjoy serving as the
President currently.

What do you enjoy most about the OSBMA?
| love the camaraderie of all of the mechanics together and the
valuable information that we share.

What is your favorite tool in your toolbox? Pocket screwdriver

You just won a million dollars! What's your first purchase?
A brand new vehicle.

What is your favorite Television Show or Movie?
My favorite movie of all time is The Shawshank Redemption. Craig Wise, Greenfield

Exempted Village Schools
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time/ hobbies?

| enjoy coaching softball, officiating volleyball and being with
family.

Do you have any hidden talents? No | do not...at least none that I'm aware of!

What are your future plans/goals in life? Live a long happy life and hopefully retire one day and
enjoy the golden years of life.

Why did the school bus mechanic take a nap?
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He was exhaust—ed!
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Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association

PO Box 30844 “Promoting Safe & Efficient Pupil Transportation in Ohio”
Gahanna, OH 43230

Phone 614-478-9300
Fax 614-478-9304

Email: osbma@osbma.ora  QHIO SCHOOL BUS MECHANICS ASSOCIATION

www.osbma.org

All school bus mechanics in Ohio are invited to attend!

This workshop will be held virtually.
The link to the online workshop will be emailed the day before the session.
Attending this workshop will help meet in-service requirements for school bus mechanics.

Return your registration form and payment (or purchase order) by April 14, 2026.

You will receive a Confirmation & Admission Ticket, which will
confirm your registration and be your receipt of payment.

INSERVICE TRAINING REQUIREMENT

The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association provides each registrant with a Certificate of Achievement that serves as
your permanent record of participation. This certificate is suitable for framing or can be placed in your personnel file to
show that you have fulfilled the yearly in-service training requirements of section 3301-83-10 of the Ohio Pupil
Transportation Operation & Safety Rules.

Wednesday, April 22, 2026

9:00am-10:30am “GETTING TO KNOW SERS” Serving the people who serve our schools
Presented by: Cameron Vaughan — School Employees Retirement System of Ohio

It's never too early to start planning for your future. Discover how to earn service credit,
plans of payment, PLOP, healthcare coverage, working after retiring and more.

10:30am-11:30am | “DIAGNOSTIC TOOL - JPRO"
Presented by: Mike Bush, Noregon Systems

This presentation will include a brief history of Noregon, who we are and what we do,
followed by a demonstration of JPRO diagnostic and troubleshooting software. It provides a
comprehensive "bumper-to-bumper" view of the entire vehicle, allowing technicians to read
fault codes and perform bi-directional tests across multiple controllers—including engine,
ABS, and transmission—in roughly one minute.

11:30am-noon LUNCH BREAK

Noon-1:30pm “DIAGNOSTIC TOOL - FCAR"
Presented by: Elbert Chen, FCAR USA

The presentation introduces FCAR's diagnostic scan tools and shows how they help
technicians pinpoint engine and powertrain, transmission, break issues faster, with accurate
data and reliable bi-directional functions. We'll walk through real problems found on Ohio
school buses—covering Cummins, International, Detroit, Freightliner, Bluebird, Thomas, and
Allison—and demonstrate how FCAR connects quickly, reads ECM data clearly, and cuts
down on guesswork and unnecessary parts replacement. This session is designed for
hands-on mechanics who want practical, shop-ready tools that keep buses running safely
with less downtime.

1:30pm-3pm “SCHOOL BUS UPDATES"

Presented by: Heather Free, Ohio Department of Education and Workforce &
Trooper Sarah Mitchell, Ohio Highway Safety Patrol

Stay updated on matters related to school bus safety and school bus inspections.




Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association
PO Box 30844

Gahanna, OH 43230 “Promoting Safe & Efficient Pupil Transportation in Ohio”
Phone 614-478-9300
Email oSt bosba o OHIO SCHOOL BUS MECHANICS ASSOCIATION
www.osbma.org VIRTUAL SPRING WORKSHOP

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2026

REGISTRATION FORM

Name School District County
Home Address Home Phone
Home Address (continued) Work Phone
Email Address Cell Phone

Are you a CURRENT MEMBER of the OHIO SCHOOL BUS MECHANICS ASSOCIATION?

YES, membership number: ) ]
! I'm sending $30.00 for
workshop registration. $30 o

NO, but | wish to renew or become a new member.

I'm sending $40.00 for annual membership $70 ]
& $30.00 for workshop registration.

NO. | do not wish to be a member.

I'm sending $80.00 for $80 L]

workshop registration.

*Registration and payment or purchase order must be received by
mail, fax or email by April 14, 2026.

If paying by credit card: 3-digit security code:
Check # VISA m% DISCOVER
PO # Credit Card # Expiration date Billing Zip Code
Name on card:

April22  PLANNING FOR YOUR FUTURE, JPRO, FCAR, SCHOOL BUS UPDATES

Return the registration form and payment by April 4, 2025. School districts using purchase orders are responsible for paying the
registration fee even if their mechanic does not attend (*see cancellations below).

Checks payable to: OHIO SCHOOL BUS MECHANICS ASSOCIATION
1. Mail form with a purchase order, check, money order or credit card information.

2. Email form with a purchase order or credit card information to osbma@osbma.org.
3. Fax form with a purchase order or credit card information to 614-478-9304.
4. The link and instructions for the virtual workshop will be emailed to registered attendees the day before the session.

Complete the registration form and return it with payment by April 14, 2026. You will receive a Confirmation and Admission Ticket
which serves as your receipt of payment.

Cancellations received up to five working days before the
workshop are refundable, minus a $10.00 registration service
charge. After that, cancellations are subject to the entire
workshop registration fee, which may be applied toward
future workshops.

Substitutions may be made, however, any additional fees due
membership status must be paid at or prior to the workshop.
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DIESEL TANKS
& ACCESSORIES
FOR ALL BUS MAKES 7

IN-STOCK & AVAILABLE
FOR IMMEDIATE
SHIPMENT

HUGE SELECTION & GREAT PRICES!

MNavistar, Thomas and
more. Let us help you get
exactly what vou need.

216.771.8265

clevelandtank.com

15 Hemisphere Way, Bedford, OH 44146

auto-jet.com | 800-247-5391
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transtinder

Servicefinder — the robust, browser-based fleet maintenance,
work order and inventory solution helps to manage your fleet
to ensure your vehicles are maintained, safe and compliant,
resulting in increased uptime.

ﬁ’g’ Manage and maintain ALL your vehicles and assets

Q‘( Streamline work orders, inspections and paper processes

i(j,‘f' Update work orders and inventory guickly from a mobile device
@ Receive notifications on preventative maintenance needs

.‘-;,Y Improve ROI, minimize failures, & ensure security and compliance

;’Ey Create digital forms for pre & post trip inspections
and track driver certifications

Making School Transportation
Safer One Stop At A Time.

':. 800-373-3609 () transfinder.com

DIESELUSAGROUP?
— ———w

100% Assocints e

PREFERRED BY:
I GARAGES "
& MECHANICS

Fuel Systems,

Turbochargers, g%
Emissions, Exhaust,  FgTl
Engine Components, #3%
and More ‘ﬁ;

FOR CUMMINS,
NAVISTAR & OTHERS

www. dieselysc

Have you fulfilled the
yearly in-service
training requirements
of section 3301-83-10
of the Ohio Pupil
Transportation
Operation & Safety
Rules?
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A Division of Hissong Group, Inc.

KENWORTH OF COLUMBUS,
ASHLAND, & ZANESVILLE

i

4039 Lyman Drive
Hilliard, Ohio 43026

Columbus: (614) 876-9491

Cleveland'
Richfield @

Ashland ® canion 9

PREQ GaLco

Columbus@ @ Zanesville

Circleville ® [ &0

www.hissonggroup.com

WWwWWw.pre-g.com

RANDY GRANT

Sales Representative

TOLL FREE 800-937-3906
LOCAL 810-765-4444
FAX 810-765-2835

CELL 419-930-7861

rgrant@unityparts.com
www.unityparts.com

21280 Carlo Drive
Clinton Twp., MI 48038

SCHOOL BUS PARTS (/

——— THIRTY YEARS
- =N

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association
P. O. Box 30844, Gahanna, Ohio 43230
Phone: (614) 478-9300
Fax: (614) 478-9304
Email: osbma@osbma.org
Website: www.osbma.org
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Disclaimer: The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association does not necessarily endorse or support any of the advertised products.
Products advertised may or may not meet Ohio specifications.
If you would like information on advertising in this quarterly newsletter, please contact: Chad Klinge (419)769-0472
Executive Committee 2025-26

PRESIDENT REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Craig Wise, Greenfield EV (937) 981-2620 | Central ~ Brandon Grandominico, Franklin Co DD (740) 248-8862
VICE-PRESIDENT East Michael Rote, Chippewa Local (330) 658-2113

Greg Blessing, Tipp City EV (937)667-8115 | \orih  Tim Carbone, New London Local (419) 929-9559
SECRETARY e
" Michael f Rote, Chippewa Local (330) 658-2113 Northeast David Bilbie, Buckeye Local (440) 992-2170
TREASURER Northwest Jim Wright, Wayne Trace Local (Associate) (419) 263-2512

Adam Harju, Jefferson Area Local (440) 576-5732 | South Greg Pennington, Paint Valley Local (740) 634-3481
PAST PRESIDENT Southwest Jack Lewis, Oak Hills Local (513) 574-2161

Robert Widener, Greenville City (937) 459-0567 West Alex Monnig, Brookville Local (937) 239-2966
NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Chad Klinge, Patrick Henry Local (419) 769-0472
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Susie Washburn, Executive Secretary (614) 478-9300

e-mail osbma@osbma.org fax (614) 478-9304
Ohio Highway Patrol-Trooper Sarah Mitchell (937) 916-9030
Ohio Dept of Education & Workf Heather F (877) 466-6338 0"|CE “°“R,:

io Dept of Education orkforce-Heather Free -
P MONDAY-THURSDAY

7:00-9:00 AM
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