
 

 

January, 2026 

The Mechanic’s Messenger 

F Active Membership is open to 
qualified mechanic who has 
responsibility in maintaining the 
operation of a safe and efficient 
pupil transportation system. ($30) 

F Associate Membership is open to 
other Ohio school officials who are 
interested in promoting safe pupil 
transportation in Ohio, retired 
OSBMA members, and vendors. 
($20) 

F Membership is good for one year: 
July 1 - June 30. 

F General aim is to advance pupil 
transportation as a part of a school 
district’s public education program. 

F Please join us in promoting safe 
and efficient pupil transportation in 
Ohio. 
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Inside this issue: 

SAVE THE DATE!  
37th Annual OSBMA Workshop will be held 

July 20-22, 2026 in Columbus, Ohio. 

We sincerely wish you a safe and happy new year! 

If you are a current member of the Ohio School Bus Mechanics 
Association, please send an email to osbma@osbma.org with the 
information above.  We would like to compare results with the data we 
collected 5 years ago.  Your answers will remain confidential.  For those 
responding, we will randomly select one lucky mechanic to win a $50 
Amazon gift card. Please respond by 2/1/26. 

 
1. Name 
2. Membership number 
3. Age 
4. How long have you been a school bus mechanic? 
5. What is your gross income?  

* Lower than $40k 
* $40—$50k 
* $51—60k 
* $61k—70k 
* Higher than $70k 

6. How many buses per mechanic at your school district? 
7. How often do you have to drive a school bus route? 

* Often (on a regular basis) 
* Sometimes (only if necessary) 
* Never (no way, José!)  

OSBMA School Bus Mechanic Survey 
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Jack Szalka, Cummins 

Ryan Greene, Regional Sales Representative,  
Enertech Labs 

Name: Tim Carbone 
School District: New London Local Schools 
Position: Transportation Technician 
 
How long have you been a part of the OSBMA?   
I’m new to OSBMA. 
 
What do you enjoy most about the OSBMA?  
I appreciate how OSBMA facilitates networking, allowing us to 
build a community of technicians we can collaborate with on 
recurring bus issues. 
 
What is your favorite tool in your toolbox? 
The “Bear Claw Back Scratcher”. 
 
You just won a million dollars! What's your first purchase?  
I don’t know… I would have to ask my wife. 
 
What is your favorite Television Show or Movie?  
The Fast and the Furious movies. 
 
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time/ hobbies?  
My wife is a band director, and we have two children, ages 8 and 5—so spare time is definitely a 
rare luxury!  Our kids are busy with sports, dance, and piano lessons, and while it keeps us on the 
go, I genuinely enjoy shuttling them to all their different activities. 
 
Do you have any hidden talents? 
I’m not sure if it qualifies as a hidden talent, but I take pride in my ability to build props and 
instrument racks for my wife’s band and guard programs, as well as furniture for our home. She 
definitely keeps me on my toes with some wild Pinterest-inspired ideas! 
 
What are your future plans/goals in life? 
My future goals include moving to Florida and purchasing annual passes through the Disney 
Vacation Club for my family—Disney truly is our happy place! 

Tim Carbone,  
New London Local Schools 
 

 

Mechanic Spotlight! 

A physics professor, a mechanic and a Windows programmer were in a car driving down a 
steep mountain when the brakes suddenly failed. The car was going faster and faster and 
it was only a matter of time before they lost control and flew off the side of the mountain 
to a near-certain death. Then, like a miracle, they spot a run-away truck ramp and are able 
to slow the car to a stop. 

The physics professor gets out of the car and says, “We need to study the brake fulcrum 
points, analyze the friction coefficients of the pads and rotors, and model the heat 

generation vs friction coefficients -- to see if we can work out why the brakes failed.” 

The mechanic shakes his head and says, “I've got my tools in the trunk. I’ll take a look and see if I can figure out 
what’s wrong.” 

The Windows programmer chuckles at both of them and says, “Hold your horses gents. First let's get back in 
the car and head down that hill again to see if the problem is reproducible." 
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Fඍඍඔ ඎකඍඍ ග඗ ඍඕඉඑඔ ඕඍ උඓඔඑඖඏඍ@඘ඐ඘ඉගකඑ඗ගඛ.඗කඏ   
ඉඖඡ TIPS ඗ක TRICKS ඗ක ඉඖඡ උ඗඗ඔ T඗඗ඔ ඡ඗ඝ ඕඉඡ ඐඉඞඍ ඉඖඌ ඟඍ උඉඖ ඛඐඉකඍ  

ගඐඍඕ ඟඑගඐ ඗ඝක ඎඍඔඔ඗ඟ Mඍඋඐඉඖඑඋඛ.  
Chad Klinge, OSBMA Newsletter Editor, Patrick Henry Local Schools 

Here is a way to save a ton of money when it comes to issues with 
leaky air door cylinders. If you have ever had to purchase a complete 
door cylinder, well you know they’re not cheap. I was able to tear a 
leaky cylinder apart and take all of the O-rings and seals to my local 
hydraulic shop and have them match them with exact part numbers. I 
was able to get all 6 pieces I needed for around $40. I think the last 
Ɵme I bought a complete cylinder it cost me around $500, so this was 
a no-brainer.  
 
Here are some pictures of the repair. If anyone is interested in the 
rebuild kit, feel free to shoot me an email and I can pass on the info! 
cklinge@phpatriots.org 
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Have you fulfilled the 
yearly in-service 

training requirements  
of section 3301-83-10 

of the Ohio Pupil 
Transportation  

Operation & Safety 
Rules? 
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PRESIDENT 
 Craig Wise, Greenfield EV (937) 981-2620 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
 Greg Blessing, Tipp City EV (937) 667-8115 
 

SECRETARY 
 Michael Rote, Chippewa Local (330) 658-2113 
  

TREASURER  
 Adam Harju, Jefferson Area Local (440) 576-5732 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
 Robert Widener, Greenville City (937) 459-0567 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 Chad Klinge, Patrick Henry Local (419) 769-0472 
 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
 Susie Washburn, Executive Secretary (614) 478-9300 
 e-mail osbma@osbma.org          fax (614) 478-9304 
 

Ohio Highway Patrol-Trooper Sarah Mitchell (937) 916-9030     
 

Ohio Dept of Education & Workforce-Heather Free  (877) 466-6338 

REGIONAL DIRECTORS     

Central Brandon Grandominico, Franklin Co DD (740) 248-8862 

East Michael Rote, Chippewa Local (330) 658-2113 

North Tim Carbone, New London Local (419) 929-9559 

Northeast David Bilbie, Buckeye Local (440) 992-2170 

Northwest Chad Klinge, Patrick Henry Local (419) 274-4771 

South Greg Pennington, Paint Valley Local (740) 634-3481 

Southwest Jack Lewis, Oak Hills Local (513) 574-2161 

West Alex Monnig, Brookville Local (937) 239-2966 

Office Hours:  
Monday-THURSDAY 

7:00—9:00 am 

Executive Committee 2025-26 

Disclaimer: The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association does not necessarily endorse or support any of the advertised products. 
Products advertised may or may not meet Ohio specifications.   

If you would like information on advertising in this quarterly newsletter, please contact: Chad Klinge (419)769-0472 

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association 
P. O. Box 30844, Gahanna, Ohio  43230 

Phone: (614) 478-9300   
Fax: (614) 478-9304 

Email: osbma@osbma.org 
Website: www.osbma.org 

 

  


