
 

 

March, 2025 

The Mechanic’s Messenger 

F Active Membership is open to 
qualified mechanic who has 
responsibility in maintaining the 
operation of a safe and efficient 
pupil transportation system. ($30) 

F Associate Membership is open to 
other Ohio school officials who are 
interested in promoting safe pupil 
transportation in Ohio, retired 
OSBMA members, and vendors. 
($20) 

F Membership is good for one year: 
July 1 - June 30. 

F General aim is to advance pupil 
transportation as a part of a school 
district’s public education program. 

F Please join us in promoting safe 
and efficient pupil transportation in 
Ohio. 
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Inside this issue: 

OSBMA Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting for the Ohio School Bus Mechanics 
Association will take place in Columbus, Ohio on July 16, 2025 
at the conclusion of the OSBMA Annual Workshop. 

Promoting Safe and Efficient Pupil  
Transportation in Ohio! 

OSBMA 36th Annual Workshop 

OSBMA Virtual Spring Workshop 

The OSBMA Virtual Spring Workshop will take place April 9, 
2025.  This workshop will cover Safety Documentation required 
for School Bus Mechanics, presented by the Ohio Department of 
Education and Workforce and the Ohio State Highway Patrol.  
Register by April 4, 2025. 

The 36th Annual OSBMA Workshop will be held at the Embassy 
Suites in Dublin, Ohio on JULY 14—16, 2025.  
 
Registration will begin May 1, 2025.  Mark your calendar! 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
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Jack Szalka, Cummins 

Ryan Greene, Regional Sales Representative,  
Enertech Labs 

Name: Jim Wright 
School District: Wayne Trace Local 
Position: Bus mechanic/ OBI 
 
How long have you been a part of the OSBMA? 
About 1-year now.  I am the Northwest Associate Regional 
Director. 
 
What do you enjoy most about the OSBMA?  
Being a Volvo/Mack engine mastertech for 10 years then 
switching to the bus side of the business, OSBMA has helped 
me meet some mechanics that I can shoot ideas off of and help 
a guy new to the transportation side of things. I also enjoy the 
workshops and comradery. 
 
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time/ hobbies? 
Big fishing guy, Coach wrestling K-12, side job climber for a tree 
service, work on golf carts, hunting if I can get out, BIG NASCAR 
NERD, Building NASCAR models  
 
Do you have any hidden talents? 
If I can see building something in my mind, I can usually build it without drawing it out.  I have a 
decent green thumb for gardening. 
 
What is you favorite Tool in your Tool Box? 
2 Inch GearWrench ratcheting wrench. Paid $100 an inch. Used 4 times, mostly for display. 
 
You just won a million dollars! What’s your first purchase?  
 50-100-acre woodland with a stocked pond and a Barndominium.   
 
What is your favorite Television Show or Movie? 
Band of Brothers- watch at least 2 times a year.  Shooter- hands down the best movie ever. 
 
What are your future plans/ goals in life? 
Raise my 3 boys right with respect, and manners. Fill up the freezer, pay off the house, live long and 
have a couple beers doing it.  

Mechanic Spotlight! 

Jim Wright 
Wayne Trace Local Schools 

 

I had a Bus Driver call me on the radio the other day and told me that her 
"Helicopter Light" was on her dash. Of course I knew she meant check engine light, 
but I thought I would mess with her anyway.  I believe it went something like this......  

 

 

Bus driver:  Bus #18 to base....My helicopter light just illuminated on my dash....  

Me:  Are all your gauges normal?  

Bus driver:  Yes, and it seems to be running fine.  

Me:  Ok, what's your Altitude?  

Bus driver:  My Altitude? Where is that?...Yes I think it's good....  

Me:  Ok, Life flight is probably just landing somewhere 
 close to you, just keep an eye out.      Tකඝඍ Sග඗කඡ!  
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Fඍඍඔ ඎකඍඍ ග඗ ඍඕඉඑඔ ඕඍ උඓඔඑඖඏඍ@඘ඐ඘ඉගකඑ඗ගඛ.඗කඏ   
ඉඖඡ TIPS ඗ක TRICKS ඗ක ඉඖඡ උ඗඗ඔ T඗඗ඔ ඡ඗ඝ ඕඉඡ ඐඉඞඍ ඉඖඌ ඟඍ උඉඖ ඛඐඉකඍ  

ගඐඍඕ ඟඑගඐ ඗ඝක ඎඍඔඔ඗ඟ Mඍඋඐඉඖඑඋඛ.  
Chad Klinge, OSBMA Newsletter Editor, Patrick Henry Local Schools 

 Here is some informaƟon on a super handy tool. This inducƟon heat tool allows you to heat 
up rusted bolts, nuts, etc. without an open flame. SomeƟmes you're working close to fuel lines and 
well, let's just say we don't need any explosions! These buses have thousands of nuts and bolts and 
they get very rusty. This tool helps heat those parts and allows them to unthread with ease.  
 As you can see in the picture there are mulƟple size aƩachments. The appropriate size coil is 
placed over top of the nut. The trigger is pressed and within 30 seconds the nut is cherry red, 
allowing it to be easily removed.   



 

 

PO Box 30844 
Gahanna, OH 43230 

Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association 
“Promoting Safe & Efficient Pupil Transportation in Ohio” 

Phone 614-478-9300 
Fax 614-478-9304 

Email: osbma@osbma.org 
www.osbma.org OHIO SCHOOL BUS MECHANICS ASSOCIATION 

All school bus mechanics in Ohio are invited to attend! 
 

This workshop will be held virtually.   
The link to the online workshop will be emailed the day before the session.  

Attending this workshop will help meet in-service requirements for school bus mechanics.   
 

Return your registration form and payment (or purchase order) by April 4, 2025.   
 

You will receive a Confirmation & Admission Ticket, which will  
confirm your registration and be your receipt of payment.  

INSERVICE TRAINING REQUIREMENT 

 The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association provides each registrant with a  
Certificate of Achievement that serves as your permanent record of participation.  This  

certificate is suitable for framing or can be placed in your personnel file to show that you have 
fulfilled the yearly in-service training requirements of section 3301-83-10 of the  

Ohio Pupil Transportation Operation & Safety  Rules. 

Wednesday, April 9, 2025        SAFETY DOCUMENTATION 
 

· Documentation required for school bus mechanic work 

· Ohio Administrative Code 3301-83-11—Records and Reports 

· Ohio Administrative Code 3301-83-14—School Bus 
Inspections  

· Spot and Annual School Bus Inspections 

· Documentation required for bus accidents or fatality on the 
school bus 

 
Presented by: 
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE 
Heather Free, Ohio Department of Education and Workforce   
 
OHIO HIGHWAY SAFETY PATROL 
Trooper Sarah Mitchell, Ohio Highway Safety Patrol 
 

10:00am-noon  
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PO Box 30844 
Gahanna, OH 43230 

Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association 
“Promoting Safe & Efficient Pupil Transportation in Ohio” 

Phone 614-478-9300 
Fax 614-478-9304 

Email: osbma@osbma.org 
www.osbma.org 

OHIO SCHOOL BUS MECHANICS ASSOCIATION  
VIRTUAL SPRING WORKSHOP 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 2025 

  
REGISTRATION FORM 

  
Name School District County 

Home Address Home Phone 

Home Address (continued) Work Phone 
  

Email Address Cell Phone 

Are you a CURRENT MEMBER of the OHIO SCHOOL BUS MECHANICS ASSOCIATION? 

YES, membership number:  I’m sending $30.00 for  
workshop registration. $30         

 

NO, but I wish to renew or become a new member. 
I’m sending $40.00 for annual membership  

& $30.00 for workshop registration. $70         

NO.  I do not wish to be a member. 
I’m sending $80.00 for  
workshop registration. $80         

   
*Registration and payment or purchase order must be received by  

mail, fax or email by April 4, 2025.  

 
Check #  if applicable 

If paying by credit card:                                                                                                                                             3-digit security code: 

PO # 
if applicable 

Credit Card #          
if applicable 

Name on card: 

Expiration date 
MM/YYYY 

Billing Zip Code 
zip code 

Return the registration form and payment by April 4, 2025.  School districts using purchase orders are responsible for paying the 
registration fee even if their mechanic does not attend (*see cancellations below). 
 
Checks payable to: OHIO SCHOOL BUS MECHANICS ASSOCIATION 
1. Mail form with a purchase order, check, money order or credit card information. 
2. Email form with a purchase order or credit card information to osbma@osbma.org.  
3. Fax form with a purchase order or credit card information to 614-478-9304. 
4. The link and instructions for the virtual workshop will be emailed to registered attendees the day before the session. 

Complete the registration form and return it with payment by April 4, 2025.  You will receive a Confirmation and Admission Ticket 
which serves as your receipt of payment. 
 

Cancellations received up to five working days before the 
workshop are refundable, minus a $10.00 registration service 
charge.  After that, cancellations are subject to the entire 
workshop registration fee, which may be applied toward 
future workshops.  

Substitutions may be made, however, any additional fees due 
membership status must be paid at or prior to the workshop. 

 

April 9       SAFETY DOCUMENTATION 
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The Northwest Region held a Workshop February 14th.  Jim Wright, (Northwest Associate 
Director), hosted a class at his Wayne Trace Bus Garage. Mike Tillotson, Technical Support 
Manager with Cummins, went over the Guidanz diagnosƟc soŌware.  
 
I'm sure many of you have already switched from Insite, but for me this was definitely a great 
intro to the soŌware.  Like anything, it takes Ɵme to get accustomed to the soŌware, but I 
believe it is a step up from Insite.  I always seemed to have an issue downloading ECM 
calibraƟons with Insite.  I feel it's a lot easier doing calibraƟons with Guidanz, and the Inline 
mini is preƩy handy as well.  
 
Mike brought everyone in aƩendance a Cummins hat and a free Inline mini. I have the 
Guidanz app on my phone and I have already used it along with the mini to scan and clear 
codes.  Mike will be at the OSBMA 36th Annual Workshop and Vendor Show (July 14-16, 2025) 
if you have any quesƟons.  

Northwest Regional Workshop on Cummins Guidanz 



 

 

OSBMA Mutual Aid Booklet 

 Mike Rote, OSBMA Secretary and Region East Director, is resurrecting the OSBMA Mutual 
Aid Booklet (in virtual format).  
  
 For those of you that are not familiar with this, we would put your name and number on the 
OSBMA Mutual Aid Booklet list and post it on our website.  Let's say 
you have a school bus 2 hours away from your district and it breaks 
down.  You would be able to look on the list to see if there is a 
mechanic close by.  That mechanic could do minor repairs or at least 
diagnose the problem for you, so you know what you need to fix it.  This 
would also be a voluntary basis.  I would not expect my school district to 
pay me to fix someone else's bus, or expect the other school district to 
pay me.   
  
 If you would like to put your name on this list, please email your:  
 

1) Name         
2) School District         
3) County         
4) Phone Number   to chip_mrote@tccsa.net. 
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HaveÊyouÊfulfilledÊtheÊ
yearlyÊin-serviceÊ

trainingÊrequirementsÊ 
ofÊsectionÊ3301-83-10Ê
ofÊtheÊOhioÊPupilÊ
TransportationÊ 

OperationÊ&ÊSafetyÊ
Rules? 
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PRESIDENT 
 Robert Widener, Greenville City (937) 459-0567 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
 Craig Wise, Greenfield EV (937) 981-2620 
 

SECRETARY 
 Michael Rote, Chippewa Local (330) 658-2113 
  

TREASURER  
 Adam Harju, Jefferson Area Local (440) 576-5732 
    
PAST PRESIDENT 
 Christopher Dingus, Ridgedale Local        (740) 262-7452  
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 Chad Klinge, Patrick Henry Local (419) 769-0472 
 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
 Susie Washburn, Executive Secretary (614) 478-9300 
 e-mail osbma@osbma.org          fax (614) 478-9304 
 

Ohio Highway Patrol-Tpr. Sarah Mitchell (937) 916-9030     
 

Ohio Department of Education-Heather Free (877) 466-6338 

REGIONAL DIRECTORS     

Central Brandon Grandominico, Franklin Co DD (740) 248-8862 

East Michael Rote, Chippewa Local (330) 658-2113 

North open 

Northeast David Bilbie, Buckeye Local (440) 992-2170 

Northwest Chad Klinge, Patrick Henry Local (419) 274-4771 

South Greg Pennington, Paint Valley Local (740) 634-3481 

Southwest Jack Lewis, Oak Hills Local (513) 574-2161 

West Greg Blessing, Tipp City EV (937) 667-8115 

Office Hours:  
Monday-THURSDAY 

6:00—9:00 am 

Executive Committee 2024-25 

Disclaimer: The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association does not necessarily endorse or support any of the advertised products. 
Products advertised may or may not meet Ohio specifications.   

If you would like information on advertising in this quarterly newsletter, please contact: Chad Klinge (419)769-0472 

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association 
P. O. Box 30844, Gahanna, Ohio  43230 

Phone: (614) 478-9300   
Fax: (614) 478-9304 

Email: osbma@osbma.org 
Website: www.osbma.org 

 

  


