
 

 

December, 2014 

The Mechanic’s Messenger 

 Active Membership is open to 
qualified mechanic who has 
responsibility in maintaining the 
operation of a safe and efficient 
pupil transportation system. ($30) 

 Associate Membership is open 
to other Ohio school officials who 
are interested in promoting safe 
pupil transportation in Ohio, retired 
OSBMA members, and vendors. 
($20) 

 Membership is good for one year: 
July 1 - June 30. 

 General aim is to advance pupil 
transportation as a part of a school 
district’s public education program. 

 Please join us in promoting safe 
and efficient pupil transportation in 
Ohio. 
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Inside this issue: 

Message from the President 

 The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association is planning on sending a representative 
to the 2015 School Bus Technician’s Training and Skills Competition.  The test will be 
administered at the 2015 OSBMA Workshop which will be held in April, 2015 (date to be 

determined) in Columbus, Ohio.  This test will be similar to the 
typical ASE test with 50 questions.  The top score will represent 
Ohio in the America’s Best School Bus Technician’s Training and 
Skills Competition.   
 The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association will 
provide transportation to the contest, lodging and breakfast for 
the technician.  Any other persons traveling with you will need to 
cover their own costs.  Information regarding the national 
competition will be posted on the NAPT website as soon as 
details are finalized (www.napt.org).   
 More information will be available in January. 

America’s Best School Bus Technician 

 The National School Bus Safety Week is the third full week in October to promote 
school bus safety.  The 2014 poster contest theme will become the 2015 National School 
Bus Safety Week (October 19—23, 2015) theme.   
 The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association is a proud sponsor of the 2014 Ohio 
School Bus Safety Poster Contest. 

"Be Smart - Be Seen, I wait in a safe place!" 
 Please encourage the kids in your school district to enter the 2015 School Bus 
Safety Poster Contest with the theme “Bully Free Zone”. 

School Bus Safety Poster Contest 

 “I want to thank everyone who had a part in this year’s annual workshop.  This 
workshop provides over 8 hours of valuable training.  The Ohio School Bus Mechanics 
Association strives to present topics that meet the needs of new mechanics as well as 
the more experienced.  There were 208 school bus mechanics across Ohio who were 
able to attend, and of those, 30 mechanics were new to the industry!   
 The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association makes a continued effort to support 
safe and efficient pupil transportation in Ohio.  From regional workshops to the annual 
workshop, there is much opportunity to receive great information.  I hope you will 
continue to make time in your busy schedule to get the training you need to keep your 
fleets properly running and our children safe.  I am so proud to have the opportunity to 
lead such a great group of people.”   

-  Matt Hoven, OSBMA President 
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Weller Tour 

Local Business Receives State Commendation 
 
Press Release By Brian Liskai 
 
FREMONT, Ohio (Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2014) –After working for the Fremont City Schools for 
five years as a mechanic, Bobby Sears found his passion was working on buses assuring 
safe transportation for the drivers and passengers.   
 
So, in 1989 Bobby and his wife, Kellie, founded Bobby’s Truck and Bus Repair in Fremont. 
Little did the couple think that small beginning would lead to expansion and accolades 25 
years later. 
 
“I’ve always liked to figure out why something wasn’t running right and that sense of 
accomplishment when you use knowledge and hard work to fix something,” said Bobby. 
 
“Our success is a product of our loyal customer base over the past 25 years along with our 
dedicated employees who work just as hard as we do and are just as passionate about our 
business,” said Bobby. 
 
In 2010 Bobby and Kellie expanded into bus sales and in 2012 added a new location in Toledo. The two locations ran over 
290 school buses through for state annual inspections the past few years alone. 
 
But Bobby and Kellie still weren’t done. In 2013 Bobby’s Truck and Bus Repair became the exclusive dealership in Ohio for 
Lion Bus, an innovative new school bus with many “firsts” in features in the industry.  
 
While Fremont remains the home base for Bobby’s Truck and Bus Repair, the Toledo location was referred to as “one of 
Toledo’s greatest accomplishments in small business” by Deputy Toledo Mayor Paul Syring on their recruitment of an 
international product – the Lion Bus. Bobby’s also graced the cover of the Toledo Development News/Business Journal and 
Economic Development publication as a feature story this year.  
 
With the first sale of the innovative Lion buses to Bedford City Schools, Bobby’s Truck and Bus Repair was featured in the 
national publication of School Bus Fleet. 
 
“While our overall operations may be small in comparison, our pride for serving others and contributing to our local 
community is big,” said Bobby Sears.  
 
State Representative Rex Damschroder (R-Fremont) echoed those sentiments. “During Bobby’s Truck and Bus Repair’s 
years of operation, their presence has been important to the local community. Their continuing success is a justifiable 
source of pride as well as a reflection on the business and its dedicated employees.” 
 
“It is with pleasure I present this commendation in recognition of their years of service to the Fremont area,” said 
Damschroder about the commendation he recently presented to Bobby and Kellie Sears on the celebration of their 25th 
anniversary.  
 
“Bobby and I are both honored and humbled by such prestigious recognition from Representative Damschroder and the 
State of Ohio House of Representatives. We remain grateful for the ongoing support we receive from the state and look 
forward to our future,” added Kellie Sears.  
 
You can find out more about Bobby’s Truck and Bus Repair at the Fremont location, 2485 W. State Street (419-334-8699) 
or the Toledo location at 5258 Tractor Road (419-478-6800. Or you can go to www.BobbysTruckAndBusRepair.com. 

Bobby’s Truck & Bus Repair 

“I would like to thank Mike Laube of W.W.Williams and Dave Keller of Weller Truck Parts for inviting the members of the 
Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association to tour the Weller Reman Center in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  The Weller 
Reman Center is where they rebuild Allison Transmissions, Medium Duty Automatic Transmissions, Light and Heavy 
Duty Manual Transmissions, Transfer Cases, Steering Gear Boxes and Pumps, and Differentials. The Ohio school bus 
mechanics took the trip from Perrysburg, Ohio to the facility in Grand Rapids, Michigan on November 19, 2014.  Other 
than the driving could’ve been better (good old lake effect snow!), we all had a great time.  The facility was very 
impressive! If you have the opportunity to visit and take a tour of their plant, I would highly suggest it.“ 

 - Jason Divoll, OSBMA Vice President 
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Annual Workshop Overview 

 AngelTrax 
 Authorized Transmission 

Remanufacturing, Inc. 
 Auto Jet Muffler Corp 
 AXA Equitable 
 Bobby's Truck and Bus Repair 
 Braun Ability 
 Bridgestone America 
 Cummins Bridgeway 
 Delco Remy 
 Electrocomm Columbus Corp 

 Espar Products, Inc. 
 Hissong Kenworth 
 HSM Solutions 
 IFS (International Fuel Systems) 
 Lyden Oil 
 Mike & B Sales 
 Q'Straint / Sure-Lok 
 REI - Radio Engineering Industries 
 Ricon Corporation 
 Schaeffer Manufacturing 
 Thomas Built Buses 

The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association 26
th
 Annual Workshop was held October 21 & 22, 

2014 at the DoubleTree in Columbus, Ohio.  A huge thank you to all school bus transportation 
vendors contributing to the success of this workshop: 
 

Truck Sales & Service, Inc. (Lunch Sponsor) 
Rush Bus Centers of Ohio (Breakfast Sponsor/Showcase Vendor) 

Bus Parts Warehouse (Breakfast Sponsor) 
Unity School Bus Parts (Monday Night Gathering Sponsor) 

W.W.Williams (Monday Night Gathering Sponsor) 
Cleveland Tank and Supply (Tuesday Night Social Gathering Sponsor) 

Enzo’s Cleaning Solutions, LLC (Tuesday Night Social Gathering Sponsor) 
REI—Radio Engineering Industries (Tuesday Night Social Gathering Sponsor) 

American Bus & Accessories, Inc. (Refreshment Break) 
Cardinal Bus Sales (Refreshment Break) 

Easy Way Safety Services (Refreshment Break) 
Meritor (Refreshment Break) 

Ricon Corporation (Refreshment Break) 
Diesel Injection Service (Showcase Vendor) 

Hydrotex (Showcase Vendor) 
Leece-Neville (Showcase Vendor) 
MGM Brakes (Showcase Vendor) 

Q’Straint / Sure-Lok (Showcase Vendor) 
School Bus Parts Co. (Showcase Vendor) 

Transportation Accessories Co. Inc (Showcase Vendor) 

Attending this workshop meets annual in-service training 
requirements for school bus mechanics.   

 
Make plans to attend the 27th Annual Ohio School Bus 

Mechanics Association Workshop to be held  
October 27 & 28, 2015 at the DoubleTree by Hilton, 

Columbus-Worthington. 



 

 

The annual meeting for the Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association was held October 22, 2014 at the conclusion of the 
annual workshop.  Regional meetings were conducted.  We welcome these newly elected committee members: 
 

 Bob Roth, Wadsworth City Schools—Vice President (term will begin July, 2015) 
 Sara Schlechter, Firelands Local Schools—Secretary 
 Paul Bierhup, Wellston City Schools—Treasurer 
 Anthony Schroeder, Noble Local Schools—East Regional Director 
 Brent Shaner, Whitehall City Schools—Central Associate Director 
 Isaiah Hatfield, Centerburg Local Schools—Central Associate Director 
 Jim Ball, Carlisle Local Schools—Southwest Regional Director 
 
The OSBMA Executive Committee proposed a change in the wording of the By-Laws and Constitution to include a 
representative from OAPT – Ohio Association for Pupil Transportation if they are willing to participate.  This was 
approved by the members of the association and will take effect July 1, 2015. 
 
Section 8.             Executive Committee 
There shall be an Executive Committee composed of all elected officers and Regional Directors.  The immediate Past 
President of the association, the Political Liaison, and the Newsletter Editor shall be ex-officio, non-voting members.  
The Director or his/her designee of the Ohio Department of Education shall be automatically on the Executive 
Committee as a non-voting ex-officio member.  The Captain, or his/her designee, of the Ohio State Highway Patrol’s 
Office of Licensing and Commercial Standards shall be a non-voting ex-officio member of the Executive Committee.  
The Director or his/her designee of the Ohio Association for Pupil Transportation shall be a non-voting ex-
officio member of the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee members who are actively supporting 
the association by holding at least one regional workshop and attending at least two executive committee meetings per 
year shall receive a 100% reduction in workshop fees. 

 Each year the Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association 
recognizes school bus mechanics who have earned their 
“ASE-Certified Master School Bus Technician” distinction.  
The 2014 awards went to:  

 

Kevin Keaton 
Seneca East Local Schools 

 
Roger Urbanek  

Olmsted Falls City Schools 
  
 To earn this distinction, a technician must be certified in 
tests S1–S6.  These tests are designed to test knowledge 
of systems specific to school buses.   
 

 S1 – Body Systems & Special Equipment 

 S2 – Diesel Engines 

 S3 – Drive Train 

 S4 – Brakes 

 S5 – Suspension & Steering 

 S6 – Electrical/Electronic Systems 

Annual Meeting 

ASE Master School Bus 
Technicians 
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Disclaimer: The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association does not necessarily endorse or support  
any of the advertised products.  Products advertised may or may not meet Ohio specifications.   

 
If you would like information on advertising in this quarterly newsletter,  

please contact Shane Myers @ (937) 605-9188. 



 

 
Page 6 Page 6 Page 6 

PRESIDENT 

 Matt Hoven, Firelands Local (440) 965-4105 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

 Jason Divoll, Swanton Local (419) 826-8891 
  

TREASURER  

 Paul Bierhup, Wellston City (740) 384-5167 
 

SECRETARY 

 Sara Schlechter, Firelands Local (440) 965-4105 
     

PAST PRESIDENT 

 Colin Eichel, Dover City (330) 343-3566  
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 Shane Myers, Rush International (937) 605-9188 
 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
 Susie Washburn, Executive Secretary (614) 478-9300 
 e-mail osbma@osbma.org                    fax (614) 478-9304 
 

Sergeant Isaac Saunders, Ohio Highway Patrol (614) 995-5986  
 

Manuel Brooks, Ohio Department of Education (614) 466-2204 

REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

Central Charlie Osborn, Plain Local (614) 855-2028 

East Anthony Schroeder, Noble Local (740) 732-2170 

North Bob Roth, Wadsworth City  (330) 335-1323 

Northeast Truman Boylen, Liberty Local (330) 759-7450x105 

Northwest Randy Behr, Maumee City (419) 893-1392 

South Bob Adams, Minford Local (740) 820-8237 

Southwest Jim Ball, Carlisle Local (937) 746-0710 

West Rob Widener, Greenville City (937-459-0567 
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SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association 

P. O. Box 30844, Gahanna, Ohio  43230 

Phone: (614) 478-9300   

Fax: (614) 478-9304 

Email: osbma@osbma.org 

Website: www.osbma.org 

Office Hours:  
Monday-thursday  

6:30—10:30 am 

All schools should be aware by now that 
annual school bus inspections will be 

completed by the end of July.   
August will be 

used for  
re-inspections and 

as needed.   

 

Executive Committee 2014-15 


