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The Mechanic’s Messenger 

) Active Membership is open to 
qualified mechanic who has 
responsibility in maintaining the 
operation of a safe and efficient 
pupil transportation system. ($30) 

) Associate Membership is open to 
other Ohio school officials who are 
interested in promoting safe pupil 
transportation in Ohio, retired 
OSBMA members, and vendors. 
($20) 

) Membership is good for one year: 
July 1 - June 30. 

) General aim is to advance pupil 
transportation as a part of a school 
district’s public education program. 

) Please join us in promoting safe 
and efficient pupil transportation in 
Ohio. 
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American Bus & Accessories, Inc. OBS Inc. 
AngelTrax Ohio Department of Education 

Authorized Transmission Remanufacturing Ohio State Highway Patrol 
Blue Bird Corporation Ott Equipment Service, Inc. 

C & C School Bus Parts, LLC Penray Company 
Cardinal Bus Sales & Service, Inc. Public Employment Risk Reduction Program 

Center City International Trucks Q'Straint/Sure-Lok 
Cleveland Tank & Supply REI - Radio Engineering Industries 
Cummins Bridgeway, LLC Roscoe Vision Systems 

D & W Diesel, Inc. Schaeffer Manufacturing 
Diesel Injection Service Co., Inc. School Employees Retirement Systems 

Easy Way Safety Services Sensmeier Oil Company 
Edwin H. Davis & Son Inc. Seon Design, Inc. 

Espar Heater Systems SKF Seals 
Goodale Auto-Truck Parts Co. The Braun Corporation 

Hunter Engineering The Timken Company 
Koroseal Floor Systems (RFJ) Thomas Built Buses 

M and E Sales LLC Transportation Accessories Co Inc 
Miami Valley International Trucks Transportation Equipment Sales Corp 

Mike & B Sales, Inc. Vinyl Repair of America 
MRW Industries W. W. Williams Midwest, Inc. 

MVI Group - Center City International Warner Diesel Filtration 
Northwest Fuel Injection Service   

Our sincere gratitude to the many vendors who participated in the 23rd Ohio School Bus 
Mechanics Association Workshop!  If you missed the annual workshop this year, please 
make plans to attend the workshop in 2012.  Mark your calendar to be sure you don’t 
miss this valuable training experience!   
 

24th Annual OSBMA Workshop 
September 25 & 26, 2012 @  

Doubletree Hotel & Conference Center (Columbus-Worthington) 
 

Registration information will be available in July @  www.osbma.org 
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Upcoming Meetings & Workshops 
 
SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION MANUAL IN-SERVICE MEETINGS will be held February & March, 2012.  
Sergeant Kelly Weakley, Licensing and Commercial Standards Section, Ohio Highway Patrol, in 
partnership with the Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association will be holding these free meetings 
throughout the state.  These meetings are open to anyone who is involved in maintaining the 
school bus in safe operating condition and prepares the school bus for annual inspection.  There 
will be time during and at the end of the presentation for questions and answers.  Check 
www.osbma.org for dates and locations as they become available.   
 
OSBMA SPRING WORKSHOP will be held April 4, 2012 at the Ohio Department of Transportation in 
Columbus, Ohio.  This is a great opportunity for school bus mechanics to learn alongside the 
school bus inspectors.  The tentative topics scheduled are: 
•“Roadside safety & how to prepare the bus for towing” 
•“How to get the most from your DVOM” 
•“Retirement issues & general investment” 
 
OSBMA 24TH ANNUAL WORKSHOP will be held September 25 & 26, 2012 at the Doubletree Hotel 
Columbus Worthington.  Please note that this is a different location than the past couple of years.  
This two-day event will include many different classes on engines, transmissions, brakes, 
wheelchair lifts, fuel systems, steering & suspension, charging issues and environmental 
concerns for maintenance shops.  This workshop provides over 8 hours of training, and also 
offers a vendor exhibit show with over 40 vendors.  Registration information will be available in 
July. 

Check the website www.osbma.org for up-to-date workshop information. 

 The annual meeting for the Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association was held September 28, 2011 at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel & Conference Center in Columbus, Ohio.   The north, northwest, south and west regions elected 
regional directors.  The OSBMA welcomes these regional associate directors who will serve for a term of two (2) 
years: 

∗ North—Joe Belsan, Regional Director (Associates: Randy Reisbach & Sara Schlechter) 
∗ Northwest—Jerry Jacobs, Regional Director (Associate: Ed Chambers) 
∗ South—Steve Dougan, Regional Director (Associate: Mark Lowery) 
∗ West—Dan Grothause, Regional Director 

 

 The membership voted to amend the constitution.  The new wording in the By-Laws & Constitution reads: 
“Executive Committee members who are actively supporting the association by holding at least one regional 
workshop and attending at least two executive committee meetings per year shall receive a 100% reduction in 
workshop fees”. 

OSBMA Annual Meeting 

Congratulations to  
James Creech, Crooksville Exempted Village Schools for 

achieving ASE Master School Bus Technician  
and  

Daniel Krystosik, Rocky River City Schools for achieving 
ASE Master Medium/Heavy Truck Technician 

certifications! 



 

 

 “I was given the opportunity to compete in the America’s Best Competition in San 
Antonio, Texas the last week of September 2011.  This experience was very 
educational for me.  I was able to learn many new techniques to use for bus 

maintenance and repairs.  I am very 
thankful for the opportunity to 
represent Ohio at the competition.  I 
gained so much new knowledge and 
made many new friends 
which I am sure will prove 
helpful in the future.”  

—Scott Snoke, Forest  
Truck & Auto Parts   

America’s Best School Bus Technician 
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We wish you a safe and happy 

holiday season and new year! 

Check out the new social networking 
site for developed specifically for the 

school transportation industry! 
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PRESIDENT 
 Colin Eichel, Dover City (330) 343-3566 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
 Matt Hoven, Firelands Local (440) 965-4105 
  

TREASURER  
 Paul Bierhup, Wellston City (740) 384-5167 
 

SECRETARY 
 Truman Boylen, Liberty Local (330) 759-7450 
     

PAST PRESIDENT 
 Robert Widener, Greenville City (937) 548-5287 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 David Kauffman, Bellefontaine City (937) 592-1917 
 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
 Susie Washburn, Executive Secretary (614) 478-9300 
 e-mail osbma@columbus.rr.com           fax (614) 478-9304 
 

Sgt. Kelly Weakley, Ohio Highway Patrol (614) 995-5986  
 

Manuel Brooks, Ohio Department of Education (614) 466-2204 

REGIONAL DIRECTORS    
Central Tom Francis, Dublin City  (614) 760-4503 

East Don Spiker, Tuslaw Local  (330) 837-7805 

North Joe Belsan, Shaker Heights City  (216) 295-4391 

Northeast Jerry Jacobs, Cardinal Local (440) 632-5321 

Northwest Jason Divoll, Swanton Local (419) 826-8891 

South Steve Dougan, Alexander Local (740) 698-4585 

Southwest Dave Hope, Milford EV (513) 575-1743  

West Dan Grothause, St. Marys City (419) 300-1408 
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SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association 
P. O. Box 30844, Gahanna, Ohio  43230 

Phone: (614) 478-9300   
Fax: (614) 478-9304 

Email: osbma@columbus.rr.com 
Website: osbma.org 

Disclaimer: The Ohio School Bus Mechanics Association  
does not necessarily endorse or support any of  
the advertised products.  Products advertised  

may or may not meet Ohio specifications.   
If you would like information on advertising in this quarterly 

newsletter, please call Dave Kauffman 937-592-1917. 

Executive Committee 2011-12 

Office Hours Vary 
Please leave your name and 

phone number if we are 
unavailable and we will return 
your call as soon as possible. 


